CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2001. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Amanda Holroyd


   
Jim Gale 
:   Vice Chairman

Diane Merritt



David Brown




Jonathan Sykes

      


   




David Clark :   Parish Clerk



Also present :  Mr P Veasey,  District Councillor.

ITEM 1 : APOLOGIES

1.1
None. 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
None.

ITEM 3  :  CO-OPTION OF PERSON TO FILL CASUAL VACANCY
3.1
At the direction of the Council, the Clerk had arranged for the October issue of the Chronicle to include an invitation to any person interested in filling the current vacancy to contact the Chairman.   The Chairman reported that two had done so, Mr Clive Hamblin and Mr Bill Shaw.  He stated that he believed both to be most suitable candidates and therefore proposed both to the Council : their candidacy was unanimously accepted.

3.2
The possibility of increasing the size of the Council, and thus employing the services of both,  was explored. However, whilst theoretically possible,  Kennet District Council authorisation was accepted to be extremely unlikely in practice.  Therefore a vote was reluctantly taken.

3.3
Mr Bill Shaw was elected by a majority of 4 to 2.  Afternote: Mr Shaw subsequently signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office on 19th November.

ITEM 4 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
4.1
The minutes of the meeting on 20th September 2001were approved and signed.  Proposed by J Gale, seconded by D Brown.

ITEM 5 : MATTERS ARISING 
5.1
THATCHING OF WELL HEAD   The Chairman advised that the Andover Advertiser photograph/item had been postponed due to the building work in the area.  

5.2
CRYSTAL PALACE/NZ FARM PLANNING APP'N    The Clerk confirmed receipt of a KDC notification of refusal of planning permission. 

5.3
LENGTHSMEN VISIT ON 12-15 OCTOBER   The Clerk was asked to inquire if the Lengthsmen Team would also clear litter in future.   Action : Clerk
5.4
LIAISON MEETING WITH KDC PLANNING STAFFS      Mr  Brown confirmed his attendance and advised that he would make his detailed notes available on request. He summarised by reporting that the meeting had been virtually dedicated to the subject of Village Design Statements.  KDC were continuing to actively encouraging these projects with a view to incorporation of the results in Planning Guidance. Assistance was available but, as indicated earlier, not in the form of cash.  The Chairman asked Mr Veasey, District Councillor, to look into the provision of funding.   Action : Mr Veasey

ITEM 6 : INCORPORATION OF MILLENIUM FLAG ACCOUNT
6.1
Notes by Parish Clerk.  (1) The Millenium Flag Pole was erected by Chute Parish Council with village subscription ( Item 6 of Minutes of 22 April 1999).   (2)   Money remaining (at completion of project) would be used for maintenance ( Item 4 of Minutes of 8 July 1999).  (3)  From inception of the project to date, the account had been run separately under the management of the recently deceased Councillor David Pike. 

6.2
The Chairman confirmed that he had discussed the situation with Mrs Pike and she was content that the account should now pass to CPC.  He advised that the balance in the 'Flag account' stood at approximately £135.  He proposed that he should now take action which would result in the incorporation of the account within those of the Parish Council.  The funds would then be held in a separate 'reserve' for use in maintenance of the Flag Pole, Flag etc as intended.  Once exhausted, any subsequent expenditure would be under Section 137 of the 1972 LGA.   It was acknowledged that the insurance arrangements would have to be established.   This proposal was agreed:  Proposed by J Gale, seconded by A Holroyd.

ITEM 7  :  REVIEW OF CLERK'S SALARY
7.1
A briefing paper by the Clerk,  circulated with the Agenda, was discussed. The Clerk was directed to withdraw whilst this took place.    At the conclusion of the discussion the proposals in the paper were agreed as follows:  proposed by W  Withall, seconded by A Holroyd:-

7.1.1
The salary for the current year to be increased by £348 to £1218.00

7.1.2
The salary for next year to progress by an increment to £1276.00

7.1.3
The Clerk's actual hours worked to remain under review to ensure that the derived pay rate does not fall below the National Minimum Wage Act provision. The updated figures should be checked and reported to the Council every three months until further notice.

7.2
Arrangements for the payment of current year arrears to be reviewed later this year

ITEM 8  :  UPDATED BUDGET STATEMENT
8.1
An updated Budget Statement was circulated with the Agenda.  This showed a forecast outcome only £12.73 short of the level of reserves planned to carry over to next year.   The Clerk noted that this would probably be offset by additional VAT recoveries. The Budget Statement was felt to be satisfactory and was duly noted.

ITEM 9  :  GRANT TO CHUTE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
9.1
A grant of £35.00 for churchyard maintenance was agreed. Proposed J Gale, seconded D Merritt.

ITEM 10  :  THE 2002 GOLDEN JUBILEE
10.1
After discussion of Councillors views, circulated with Agenda,  it was unanimously agreed that the CFPC proposal to participate in provision of a 'Beacon Brazier' was not supported.  It was nevertheless accepted that the Jubilee should be celebrated/marked in some way in liaison with Chute Forest Parish Council.  The Chairman's view that the Jubilee celebrations, whilst subject to Council  influence, should not be run by the Parish Council was agreed.  Considerable discussion then took place on how this should might be taken forward.  

10.2
A solution was put by Amanda Holroyd who advised that the Chute 2000 Committee would be happy to help by co-ordinating the otherwise disparate efforts/activities of the Chute Parishes : embracing any groups such as the Fete Committee, Clubs, pubs ad-hoc groups etc.   They would be happy to set the ball rolling straightaway.  This was accepted by the Council with the proviso that it was felt that the Annual Fete, as a fund raising event,  should remain independent from any Jubilee activities.

ITEM 11  :  REQUEST FOR NOMINATION OF FETE COMMITTEE CHAIR
11.1
The Chairman indicated that the Council should not nominate/suggest a Chair for the Fete Committee - election of a Chair was a matter for the members.  However, A Holroyd pointed out that since the fete ceased to be a Church event per se, it had been intended that the Parish Council should nominate a member to help ensure that the Fete Committee continued to represent the community - an action not taken recently.

11.2
It was unanimously agreed that Mr C Hamblin should be given the option of accepting the nomination of the Council.   J Sykes indicated that, if that was declined, he would be prepared to serve on the Fete Committee as the Council nominated person. The Chairman agreed to approach Mr Hamblin.  Action : Chairman

ITEM 12  :  INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE CPRE 
12.1
It was agreed that the Parish Council should not join this body.

ITEM 13  :  CORRESPONDENCE
13.1
Rights of Way Maintenance by WCC   The Clerk outlined the clarification received from WCC.  After discussion it was agreed that no further action was necessary now.

13.2
Kennet Standards Committee    No volunteers to serve on this committee were identified.

13.3
Tibbs Meadow Boundary Maintenance  The Clerk explained the action he had taken in response to the query by D Merritt.  The Council agreed he should continue to press the Housing Association for action and report any progress made at next meeting.


ITEM 14  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
14.1
 The Chairman indicated that he had been advised of an increase in manpower to be made available to Tidworth Police Station.  There being no further business he confirmed the date of the next meeting as 20th December and closed the meeting..
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